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CITY COUNCIL INFORMAL MEETING 

Date: Monday, November 21, 2022 
Time: 6:00 P.M. 
Location: City Council Chambers, Room 219, City Hall 
 

                 
AGENDA 

 
 
10781 – An Act Relative to Establish a Special Act Charter Drafting Committee. (In the City 

Council and Referred to Committee of the Whole 9/7/2022; More Time 9/19/2022; 
Removed from Calendar 10/03/2022 and Return to Calendar on 11/21/22) 

 
10835 – An Order to Raise and Appropriate $166,127.00 for the Various Departments for the 

Salary and Labor Budget for the Fiscal Year Beginning July 1, 2022, to June 30, 2023. 
(In the City Council and Referred to Finance Committee 11/7/2022) 

 
10836 – An Order to Raise and Appropriate $84,000.00 for the Various Departments for 

Operating Expenditure Budget for the Fiscal Year Beginning July 1, 2022, to June 30, 
2023. (In the City Council and Referred to Finance Committee 11/7/2022) 

 
10837 – A Measure Authorizing $106,594.44 for Prior Year Salary Expenditures. (Finance 

Committee) 
 
10847 – An Order Transferring $10,000.00 from Sewer Surplus/Retained Earnings to Sewer 

Department Salary Expenditures. 
 
10848 – An Order Transferring $10,000.00 from Water Surplus/Retained Earnings to Water 

Department Salary Expenditures. 
 
10842 – A Communication from the Mayor Regarding the FY2023 Supplemental Budget 

Proposal. (In the City Council and Referred to Committee of the Whole 11/7/2022) 
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NOTICE:  Items listed on the Council Calendar are those reasonably anticipated by the Council President to be discussed at the 
meeting.  Not all items listed may in fact be discussed and other items not listed may also be brought up for discussion to the 
extent permitted by law. 
 

 
 
 













































o Also stated that ballot initiatives be placed on the ballot if twelve percent (12%) 
of the voters in an election.  
 This is governed by State Law and is in conflict with the language in the 

Charter itself which requires 8% for a general election or 20% for a 
special election. I believe the committee should determine how this 
adopted statute relates to the language and how to proceed with that 
matter.  

- Chapter 111 of the Acts of 1947 
o This set the Mayor’s salary at $4,000 per year and the City Council Salary at $500 

 While this is no longer in practice, it was never repealed.  
- Chapter 184 of the Acts of 1939 

o This set the Mayor’s salary at $2,500 per year and the City Council Salary at $300 
 While this is no longer in practice, it was never repealed.  

- Chapter 191 of the Acts of 1960  
o Confirmed that all purchases over $1,000 must be made through a contract in 

writing  
 Currently covered by MGL c.30B 

- Chapter 34 of the Acts of 1975 
o Set the School Committee temporarily to 2 year terms and required that the 

membership of the school committee be one representative from each ward of the 
City.  
 Not current practice but never repealed 
 In conflict with Chapter 290 of the Acts of 1989 which set the term for 

school committee members to 4 year terms and all members as at large 
candidates.  

- Chapter 206 of the Acts of 1975 and Chapter 590 of the Acts of 1975 
o Set the procedures to fill vacancies in elected office  

 Later adopted as regular language into the City Charter but never repealed  
- Chapter 150 of the Acts of 2011  

o A ward councilor who no longer resides in their respective ward following 
constitutionally required redistricting after the federal census is allowed to finish 
their term representing their former ward until the winners of the next election 
take office.  
 I believe the committee should review adding this language into the 

Charter itself rather than just through a session law that the General Court 
adopted.  
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